SMART MATERIALS Studio Loft

Capturing and maximizing light is a recurring theme in loft
design, and architect Alastair Standing has elevated this task to a
scientific art. The Rosser loft is housed in a four-story building sand-
wiched between an eleven- and a six-story building. All aspects of
the design, from window treatments to furniture and privacy parti-
tions, were created by the architect to soak up and disperse as
much of the available natural light as possible. Old-fashioned elec-
tric lights do the rest of the job. Floodlights are concealed in the

window reveals and focused to mimic daylight shadows. Task




Site plan Previous pages: Acid-etched glass and three types of natu-
rally dried wood from diseased trees are used for the tables

Right: Mounting detail of frosted Plexiglas window louvers

Floor plan

The Smart Loft 72

ing is focused onto the table

surfaces from spots in the

ceiling.

The apartment's six large north-

facing windows have operable

frosted Plexiglas louvers set in

stainless steel frames. The

angle of the louvers is adjusted

to correspond to the direction

of natural light for each win-

dow. They obscure direct view

of the adjacent buildings with-

out reducing the light level. The

Plexiglas is held in tension to

the frame by springs.

The interior bathroom has a

glass ceiling. The white and

gray wall tile traces shadows,

an idea continued on the

terrazzo floor, and indeed

throughout the apartment.

Shadow lines have been care-

fully mapped, and through the

use of translucent and opaque

materials, they have been

permanently etched in tables

and wall surfaces.
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